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The objective of this section is to highlight representative NAO nonprofit members of various sizes, geographic locations and 
subsectors to showcase the great work our members are doing across Oregon!

What does your organization do? Who does it serve?
The mission of Tillamook Estuaries Partnership is to conserve 
and restore Tillamook County's estuaries and watersheds 
through active stewardship, scientific inquiry, community 
engagement, and education. We are part of the National Estuary 
Program, one of 28 place-based programs located along the 
Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific coasts and in Puerto Rico. Our projects 
focus on water quality improvements, habitat restoration, 
landmark outdoor learning experiences for children, and 
education through recreation for people of all ages.

What’s your organization’s most recent accomplishment 
you’d like to share? 
Tillamook Estuaries Partnership is celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of Tillamook Bay receiving its designation as a Bay 
of National Significance. We are hosting a special exhibit at 
the Tillamook County Pioneer Museum in August-September 
during which visitors can learn more about our iconic estuaries 
and watersheds, the ongoing efforts to conserve these living 
resources, and opportunities to enjoy the natural beauty of the 
region.

How has being an NAO member helped you succeed  
in furthering your organization’s mission?
NAO has been instrumental to Tillamook Estuaries Partnership 
since our inception. We used NAO's "Oregon Nonprofit 
Corporation Handbook" to establish our 501(c)(3) organization 
when we transitioned from a county government department 
in 2002. Staff have attended NAO's training sessions 
and workshops related to leadership, rural community 
collaborations, and other topics. NAO has provided networking 
opportunities with other nonprofit organizations. TEP is happy 
to be a long-term member of NAO.

Anything else you'd like to share? 
Tillamook Estuaries Partnership has accomplished a lot in the 
past 25 years. Along with our partners, we have completed 
838 habitat-related projects throughout Tillamook County. 
Together, we have returned 566 acres of highly imperiled tidal 
wetlands to more natural conditions and have reconnected 
26 miles of historical salmon-bearing streams. TEP's Backyard 
Planting Program has planted 57,315 trees and shrubs to 
enhance 40 miles of stream banks on 147 private landowner 
properties. TEP grows over 100,000 native plants every year 
for use in habitat restoration projects managed by TEP and 
35 partners in seven counties. TEP's volunteer water quality 
monitoring program has collected more than 25,000 samples 
to track bacteria levels in local rivers, creeks, and bays; 
the results of which are posted on our interactive website 
for public access. Nearly an entire generation of Tillamook 
County third and fourth grade students, over 10,200 children, 
have received 51,000 hours of outdoor science education. 
Thank you to everybody who has helped make these major 
milestones possible!

Tillamook Estuaries Partnership’s 16th ANNUAL DOWN BY 
THE CREEKSIDE

Explore Nature Series offers hikes, walks, paddles and tours 
highlighting the great outdoors

Special thanks to Kristi Foster,
Executive Director, Tillamook Estuaries Partnership
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