
MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

What does your organization do? Who does it serve?
The Raptor Center is a nature center and wildlife hospital 
specializing in birds of prey. Our goal is to enhance appreciation, 
understanding, and respect for wildlife and this planet we all 
call home.

With one of the largest collections of native species of raptors 
in the Pacific Northwest, our Nature Center has an unparalleled 
ability to engage visitors of all ages. 

Our wildlife hospital receives some 300 orphaned, sick, and 
injured birds each year. Most presented for care are suffering 
from human-caused problems: collisions with vehicles, power 
lines, windows and fences; caught in traps, barbed wire, or 
fishing line; shot, poisoned (either directly or through eating 
poisoned prey), or had their nest sites destroyed by landscaping, 
logging, or construction. The Raptor Center's goal is to release 
them back to the wild. 

What’s your organization’s most recent accomplishment 
you’d like to share? 
Cascades Raptor Center was recently voted the community's 
Best Animal Advocate by the Eugene Weekly, a local weekly 
newspaper. Read more here: https://goo.gl/r39xJs

We are at the beginning of a major expansion and have 
received substantial grants from Travel Oregon and The 
Kinsman Foundation this year.

Over the last several years, we have consistently been awarded 
TripAdvisor's Certificate of Excellence, and ranked in the top 
three attractions in our area when searching for Things To Do 
in Eugene.     

The objective of this section is to highlight representative NAO nonprofit members of various sizes, geographic locations and 
subsectors to showcase the great work our members are doing across Oregon!

32275 Fox Hollow Road
Eugene, OR 97405

www.cascadesraptorcenter.org

How has being an NAO member helped you succeed 
in furthering your organization’s mission?
Our admin team has attended numerous seminars and 
workshops presented by NAO, which are always useful. 

NAO has also been there for our organization when we needed 
to gather information addressing specific issues, e.g., receiving 
cannabis industry donations. 

The advocacy that NAO does on behalf of non-profits in the 
state and the education they provide on critical issues, like 
the likely impact of the tax reform legislation or encouraging 
members to advocate against removal of the Johnson 
amendment, has been helpful.

Anything else you'd like to share?
We would encourage other small nonprofits to join NAO 
- especially other animal welfare non-profits, since we are 
outside the norm of the typical human social service mission - 
to increase our participation in, and our own knowledge of, the 
issues that have an impact on us.

Special thanks to Louise Schimmel,
Executive Director, Cascades Raptor Center

Todd Cooper, Eugene Weekly

Cascades Raptor Center


