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The objective of this section is to highlight representative NAO nonprofit members of various sizes, geographic locations and 
subsectors to showcase the great work our members are doing across Oregon!

What does your organization do? Who does it serve?
Healthy Democracy is a nonpartisan nonprofit that designs 
innovative new ways for the public to engage in the work of our 
democracy. We pioneered the Citizens' Initiative Review, which 
brings together random, representative groups of everyday 
voters to evaluate complex ballot measures and craft high-
quality voter information for their fellow citizens. We also run 
a cross-state exchange program, called Community Oregon, 
which seeks to bridge Oregon's urban-rural divide, and we bring 
our experience in effective, deliberative decision-making to 
projects in high schools and neighborhoods.

What’s your organization’s most recent accomplishment 
you’d like to share? 
The Citizens' Initiative Review started in Oregon (it was 
enshrined in state law in 2011), but this year it continued its 
expansion to states across the US. In 2018, we held CIRs in 
Massachusetts, California, and locally in the Portland metro 
area. And the CIR once again was named a finalist in Harvard 
University's Innovations in American Government Awards – 
for the third time in the last four years. Here's a story on the 
CIR by Boston's WGBH Radio.

How has being an NAO member helped you succeed 
in furthering your organization’s mission?
Healthy Democracy owes much to NAO. When we've needed 
technical assistance, we've received sage advice from NAO 
staff. And when we needed a new office, we found the perfect 
spot, co-locating with NAO in 2017. We love how NAO engages 
the state's nonprofit community, and we benefit regularly from 
its expertise.

Anything else you'd like to share?
We're always looking for new ways to expand democratic 
engagement – and new folks to work with. Know a high school 
teacher or administrator who'd be interested in bringing 
student deliberation to their school? Want to be a part of our 
next Community Oregon urban-rural exchange? Working on a 
public engagement project and just want to chat? 

Drop us a line!

Special thanks to Linn Davis,
Program Manager, Healthy Democracy


