
MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

What does your organization do? Who does it serve?
Free Geek is committed to including everyone in our digital 
future. We sustainably reuse technology, enable digital access 
and provide education to create a community that empowers 
people to realize their potential. Our programs are founded 
on a unique circular model which points two existing societal 
problems - excess electronic waste in need of sustainable reuse 
and recycling, and lack of access to basic technology among 
vulnerable populations - back at each other to reveal innovative 
solutions.

What has been your organization’s biggest 
accomplishment lately?
In 2018 we were formally recognized by Mayor Ted Wheeler of 
the City of Portland for our community work in a public statement 
encouraging local residents and businesses to donate their 
electronic waste to Free Geek and support our mission.  The 
Association of Oregon Recyclers named Free Geek their 2018 
Recycler of the Year, awarding us the Alice Soderwall Reuse and 
Waste Prevention Award for our service to the community. We 
were also ranked one of the 2018 “100 Best Nonprofits to Work 
For in Oregon” by Oregon Business magazine.
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How has being an NAO member helped you succeed 
in furthering your organization’s mission?
NAO has connected us to other nonprofits and the resources 
that we need in order to do our work. They provide trainings 
that make the management of our day to day operations 
simpler and have helped us uncover valuable partnerships to 
further our mission. NAO has even helped us to find funders 
that we never would have otherwise had access to.

Anything else you'd like to share?
Free Geek has a nonprofit hardware grants program that you 
can learn more about at freegeek.org. We love to collaborate 
with other nonprofits to see how we can work together to 
solve the challenges facing our community.

Special thanks to Hilary Shohoney,
Development Manager, Free Geek


