
MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

What does your organization do? Who does it serve?
We envision an Oregon that champions and invests in creative 
expression and cultural exchange, driving innovation and 
opportunity for all. The Oregon Cultural Trust’s mission is to 
lead Oregon in cultivating, growing and valuing culture as an 
integral part of communities. We do this by inspiring Oregonians 
to invest in a permanent fund that provides annual grants to 
cultural organizations.

What has been your organization’s biggest 
accomplishment lately?
Highlights from calendar year 2018 include the completion and 
distribution of the “Impacts of the Oregon Cultural Trust and 
the Cultural Tax Credit” full report, and executive summary. 
The findings of the report (generated by ECONorthwest) offers 
dramatic data and testimony pointing to the Trust’s meaningful 
role in securing funds, distributing funds, and maximizing 
returns from funds for cultural nonprofits all across Oregon. 
This caps another year (2017) of increased growth in fund 
development and new donors, reaching a record grant making 
year of $3 million in grant making resulting from $4.9 million 
raised (a 6.7 percent increase) and a 55% increase in new 
donors. (link to report: https://culturaltrust.org/wp-content/
uploads/OCT-Insights.pdf)

How has being an NAO member helped you succeed in 
furthering your organization’s mission?
The Oregon Cultural Trust relies on partners such as the 
Nonprofit Association of Oregon to   inform and support  the 
over 1,400 cultural nonprofits it serves.   Sharing resources 
developed by the NAO across the state not only supports their 
important work, but strengthens the non-profit network that 
keeps Oregon strong.

Anything else you'd like to share?
Just a thank you to the NAO for its service to the nonprofit
field in Oregon!
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The objective of this section is to highlight representative NAO nonprofit members of various sizes, geographic locations and 
subsectors to showcase the great work our members are doing across Oregon!

The Astoria Scandinavian Heritage Association’s 2019 Cultural Trust grant 

supports development of the Scandinavian Heritage Park to honor the 

thousands of Scandinavian immigrants to Oregon’s North Coast in the 

late 1800s and early 1900s. Photo by Columbia Press.

Cottage Theatre’s 2017 production of “Seussical.” The theater received a 2019 Cultural Trust grant to support a remodel that will expand its seating area, allowing 4,000 more patrons to attend annual performances. Courtesy photo.

Special thanks to Aili Schreiner
Trust Manager, Oregon Cultural Trust


