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The objective of this section is to highlight representative NAO nonprofit members of various sizes, geographic locations and 
subsectors to showcase the great work our members are doing across Oregon!

What does your organization do? Who does it serve?
The mission of the Florence Food Share is to alleviate hunger in 
Western Lane County.

What is a recent organizational milestone, story, or 
achievement you'd like to share?
I went to a local business and asked for a donation for a silent 
auction gift. The man I talked with was out of the office but said 
I will meet you at his place of business in an hour. He told me 
that when he and his wife came to Florence and started up their 
business they were hurting and had very little to live on. He said 
if it wasn’t for the Florence food share he is not sure what they 
would have done. He said anytime, anything, I owe a lot to the 
Food Share. His donation was very generous. On top of his need 
for the Food Share he also mentioned just how nice and kind the 
volunteers were. He said they made it much easier to come and 
get food.

How has being an NAO member helped you succeed  
in furthering your organization’s mission?
NAO provides us with a lot of help. We appreciate the 
knowledge NAO brings and the trainings.

Anything else you'd like to share? 
Florence Food Share works hard to make everyone a 
part of the family. This morning when the doors opened I 
heard the greeter open the door and say "welcome all you 
beautiful people.” I looked out of my office and the hugs had 
already started. Going to get free food can be intimidating, 
embarrassing, but here at the Florence Food Share it is a time 
to be cared for, appreciated, and welcomed. The clients we 
serve like coming to the space and sometimes pick their day 
according to who is working the floor. They like coming to see 
their friends.

Special thanks to Janet Engel,
Executive Director, Florence Foodshare
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